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A Skamania County Trustee position should be created on the Community Benefit
Fund Boeard

The members of the Community Benefit Fund Board of Trustees will be in a unique
position to evaluate how the assets of the Community Benefit Fund are invested and used
to meet the needs of the communities surrounding the project. The DEIS identifies the
importance of the land base, infrastructure and resources located in Skamania County and
the role these resources will play in supporting the project. It is important therefore, to
consider the opportunities in the community located in Skamania County, specifically,
the communities located within a ten-mile radius of the project—including the cities of
North Bonneville and Stevenson, and the urban areas of Carson and Home Valley (as
defined by the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area). The Port of Skamania
County respectfully requests that a Trustee position be created on the Community Benefit
Fund Board for a representative from Skamania County.

To preserve Skamania County’s freight mobility and regional connectivity, the East
Cascade Locks Interchange should remain open

The Port of Skamania respectfully requests the BIA make an application to the Oregon
Department of Transportation for a variance to the design spacing standards proposing
that East Cascade Locks Interchange remain open with implementation of the new Forest
Lane interchange as proposed, and that the two interchanges function as a single split
interchange. The East Cascade Locks Interchange (ECLI) is essential to maintaining
Truck/Freight Mobility for the businesses located in Skamania County and is a critical
Jink in the regional connectivity.

Maintaining adequate truck/freight mobility is a top priority for the Port of Skamania
County. Adequate truck/freight mobility is essential for the economic vitality of both
Skamania County and Washington State based businesses. Should the East Cascade
Locks Interchange be closed, all trucks headed to and from the State of Washington, and
Skamania County, would need to divert off the high speed interstate system onto slower
local road systems, thereby increasing the shipping time of freight, increasing fuel
consumption, increasing pollution, and decreasing safety. Many trucks provide a variety
of services in the area (i.e. postal delivery, UPS, FedEx, Skamania County and
Washington State based business goods, etc.) and all of these services would be affected
by the interchange closure. It is anticipated that travel times for trucks entering and
exiting the State of Washington via the Bridge of the Gods would increase by up to
approximately 3 minutes per travel direction resulting in approximately 6,000 hours a

year of delay based on 2006 average daily traffic volumes and truck percentage data %
provided in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). o gg
E ol
The Bridge of the Gods acts as a key regional connection to the State of Washington et ',%’3
State Route 14 (SR 14), and the businesses located in the cities of North Bonneville & ‘{: %%
Stevenson, Carson and Home Valley. Should the ECLI be closed, regional traffic to *ﬁ»‘m ws S
from Washington crossing over the Bridge of the Gods would be forced to detour ont e w %
local collector roadways (either Forest Lane or the 1-84 Frontage Road) in order to accaﬁsﬁ :f':ri ‘

castbound -84 and exit westbound I-84. Forcing commercial truck/freight traffic fron@@ﬂ%




Skamania County and Washington State onto more local routes would disrupt the
connectivity for regional and local transportation networks.

Thank for you consideration. If you have any questions or need any additional

information, please contact our Port Manager, John McSherry at (509) 427-5484 or by
‘email at john@portofskamania.org.
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