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• Presentation
– Review of Fee-to-trust Acquisition Process 
– Review of NEPA Process
– Draft EIS Summary 
– Commenting on the Draft EIS

• Tonight’s Comment Opportunities
– Public Testimony 
– Written Comment Cards
– Recorded Statements

• Alternatives Information Station
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Warm Springs Proposal = 
Trust acquisition for gaming

Compliance Requirements:
• Indian Reorganization Act 

25 CFR Part 151

• Indian Gaming Regulatory Act: Sect. 20
Two-part determination 

• Tribal-State Compact
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Federal agencies must consider the 
effects of their actions on the human and 
natural environment

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
Detailed analysis of the potential 
environmental effects of a project and  
reasonable alternatives
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Draft EIS Agency Roles

Lead Agency: Bureau if Indian Affairs
Cooperating Agencies: Federal Highway 
Administration, Oregon Department of 
Transportation, City of Cascade Locks, 
Port of Cascade Locks, and Hood River 
County

The Draft EIS was prepared by a consultant team 
under the direction of BIA with input from the 
cooperating agencies
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NEPANEPA TimelineTimeline
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The Draft EIS includes:
• Purpose and need for the proposed action 

(Chapter 1)
• Description of alternatives (Chapter 2)
• Existing conditions of potentially affected  

resources (Chapter 3)
• Environmental, social and economic 

consequences of the proposal and alternatives 
(Chapter 4)

• Mitigation measures to avoid or minimize 
impacts (Chapter 5)
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Purpose and Need 
The purpose of BIA’s action is to improve 
the long term economic conditions of the 
Warms Springs Tribe and support its self-
sufficiency.
The need for action is evident in the 
Tribe’s declining revenues and growing 
population with significant unmet social 
and economic needs.
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Alternatives 
• No Action
• Cascade Locks Resort and Casino
• Hood River Alternative: 

Option A: all facilities on trust land
Option B: casino development on trust land  
and fee-to-trust acquisition of land for parking, 
water supply, and wastewater facilities

• Warm Springs Alternative
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Alternatives Analysis
The Draft EIS describes potential impacts of the alternatives on: 
• Transportation networks
• Water resources
• Fish and wildlife species
• Communities and public services
• Employment
• Local economies
• Economic conditions of the Tribe
• Scenic resources
• Air quality
• Noise
• Land use
• Historic/archeological resources
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How to Comment
• Public testimony at this hearing 
• Individual testimony with court reporters at this 

hearing
• Written comment cards 
• Website: www.gorgecasinoeis.com
• Written comments to BIA

– Mr. Stanley Speaks, Regional Director
Bureau of Indian Affairs
911 Northeast 11th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97232 

– Fax: (503) 231-6791 (Note: BIA has no e-mail access)
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Substantive comments are the most valuable. 
A substantive comment:
– Addresses the adequacy of the analysis, issues, 

alternatives, or process
– Raises questions to be answered by the decision-

maker
– Contains an informed opinion about the analysis

The review of public comments 
is not a vote-counting exercise
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Comments on the Draft EIS 
are due by 

May 15, 2008



� � #� �	 � � $�� � #� �	 � � $�� � #� �	 � � $�� � #� �	 � � $�� � #� �	 � � $�� � #� �	 � � $�� � #� �	 � � $�� � #� �	 � � $�

• Comments on Draft EIS are incorporated 
into a Final EIS

• Final EIS will identify a preferred 
alternative

• 30-day comment period on Final EIS
• BIA issues a Record of Decision
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Please be respectful of each speaker
No applause, booing, or other 

demonstrations of support or opposition

Speakers are limited to 3 minutes


